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	TOP TREND 2024: BANKS GO BUST

Four private equity firms have together spent a reported $1.05 billion to buy stock in the ailing New York Community Bancorp (NYCB). 

And the number of U.S. banks showing problems soared from eight to 52 in last year’s final three months, the sharpest spike since…




	






	
	NEW MATERIAL DOUBLES HYDROGEN STORAGE CAPACITY

Hydrogen is making headlines as a potentially limitless clean fuel that holds more energy in a given space than lithium-ion batteries. (See “A Gold Rush for Gold Hydrogen” 5 Mar 2024.) However, as hydrogen’s benefits draw more interest, so does a key problem: the gas is hard to store.




	






	
	GOING OUT OF BUSINESS TRENDS

In recent times, the economic landscape has presented an array of challenges that have profoundly affected the business community. Some of the most significant challenges include soaring inflation rates, escalating interest rates, looming fears of a recession, and a tangible decrease in revenues for many sectors… 




	






	
	NEWLY RELEASED REPORT SHOWS BIAS NEWS COVERAGE OF GAZA SLAUGHTER

Want to really know what’s going on in the Israeli genocidal war in Gaza Not a chance. As we have extensively reported, America’s great ally of “Freedom and Democracy,” Israel, is not only an apartheid state…




	






	
	EGYPT HIKES RATES, TANKING CURRENCY AND TEEING UP IMF DEAL

On 6 March, Egypt’s central bank jacked its key interest rate by six percentage points, the largest hike on record, bringing the rate to 27.25 percent in hopes of ending what Bloomberg has called “the worst economic crisis in decades.”




	






	
	GERMAN FACTORY ORDERS SLID INTO JANUARY

Following an upward turn in December, orders for Germany’s factory goods dropped 11.3 percent in the first month of this year, data from the country’s Federal Statistics Office (FSO) showed.




	






	
	ISRAEL INTENSIFIES CLASH WITH HEZBOLLAH

Israel announced last week that it continued to escalate its attacks in Lebanon, as analysts wrote last week that an all-out war between the two sides “is no longer a remote possibility.”




	






	
	TAKE TWO! UKRAINE IS PREPARING ANOTHER COUNTEROFFENSIVE AFTER LAST YEAR’S DISASTER

Ukraine is planning to conduct a new counter-offensive in 2024 as the military continues to make little progress trying to retake land now in control of Russia.




	







	
	U.S. TRADE DEFICIT UP MORE THAN EXPECTED

The value of U.S. imports increased 1.1 percent in January while exports ticked up just 0.1 percent, widening the trade deficit by 5.1 percent over December’s gap to $67.4 billion, the most since April 2023 and larger than economists had forecast.




	






	
	ECONOMIC UPDATE – MARKET OVERVIEW

As we note just about every week, the “Bigs” keep getting bigger and the rich keep getting richer, while the average person—the plantation workers of Slavelandia—keeps getting poorer. 




	






	
	THE LATEST IN EV GO FU: CAN A SUB 30 THOUSAND TESLA TURN AROUND THE EV SKID?

Elon Musk has a track record for taking visionary tech from the drawing board to real-world products that change industries, and capture the imagination.




	






	
	ECONOMIC GROWTH? LAYOFFS ON THE RISE

In February, U.S. employers announced plans to cut 84,638 workers, 3 percent more than in January and 9 percent more than a year earlier, outplacement firm Challenger, Gray & Christmas reported.




	






	
	ISRAEL BOMBS TO RUIN RESIDENTIAL BUILDING AND UNIVERSITY IN RAFAH

Israel struck Rafah’s largest residential tower last week, claiming that Hamas has been using the 14-story building to conduct military activities.




	






	
	BLOCKCHAIN BATTLES

The Bitcoin ETFs hadn’t been out for a month when pronouncements of their failure were being peddled by some in the media.




	






	
	OIL PRICES DOWN AS ECONOMIES GO DOWN

Oil futures fell last week in parallel with China’s declining imports and a generously supplied market.




	






	
	RICHEST COUNTRIES HITTING NEW DEBT RECORD

New borrowing among the world’s richest countries will reach a record $15.8 trillion this year, according to the 38-member Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). The nations’ total debt will reach $56 trillion this year, up from $54 trillion in 2023, it projected.
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Since last week, the only real news on the market front is what the Fed will say tomorrow about the future path of interest rates. Indeed, cheap money is The Street’s main concern. The cheaper the money, the easier it is to borrow and gamble.



Read More	
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Here again, We the People of the U.S. have been sold yet another complete falsehood. That somehow, the Fed, by incrementally raising the Federal Funds Rate would cause inflation to magically disappear.



Read More	
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Nationwide, office properties have lost about 20 percent in value since the COVID War made remote work the new normal. However, in some key markets, the plunge has been far more severe.



Read More	
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The move from fossil fuel technologies to supposedly more earth friendly electric energy alternatives is again showing signs of being more promises than delivery.



Read More	
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One of Russia's largest oil refineries suffered significant damage in a Ukrainian attack on the country's energy infrastructure that involved more than two dozen drones and spanned at least seven regions, according to reports.



Read More	
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With each passing day, it is becoming clearer that Israel’s goal in Gaza is to reoccupy the territory, and deport the 2.1 million Palestinians in the enclave, according to a report last week in The Los Angeles Times.



Read More	
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	Global Economy
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Merger and Acquisition took a break when the Federal Reserve and EU began aggressively raising interest rates from their zero and negative levels back in March and July 2022 respectively.
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Several key economic indicators were positive in China during the first two months of this year, the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) said on 11 March.
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Private equity firms buy businesses, wait for them to appreciate, then cash out and distribute the profits among their investors.



	












	The Israel War
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Jake Sullivan, the White House national security advisor, told reporters on Monday that Israel will be making a mistake if it goes through with its plan to invade Rafah, which would “lead to more innocent civilian deaths, worsen the already dire humanitarian crisis.”



	






	
		[image: Israel And Palestine Flags On A Cracked Wall With Silhouettes of Soldiers]GENOCIDE 2.0: ISRAEL KILLS 20 INSIDE GAZA HOSPITAL; ‘SETTLERS’ VANDALISE UNRWA’S JERUSALEM HEADQUARTERS

Israel continued its collective punishment of Palestinians in both Gaza and the West Bank on Monday carrying out a deadly raid inside a Gaza hospital while “settlers” vandalized a United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) headquarters in Jerusalem. 



	






	
		[image: A Girl With TikTok Social Network Logo On Her Mobile Phone]U.S. PRODUCES NO EVIDENCE LINKING TIKTOK TO CHINESE GOVERNMENT, REPORT SAYS

The United States government produced no evidence to support its claim that TikTok is working to coordinate with the Chinese Communist Party, raising new suspicions as to why Washington is so determined to either ban the popular social media site or sell it off to a U.S. entity.



	












	AI
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Developers could evolve an artificial intelligence roughly as capable as humans before 2028, computer scientist Ben Goertzel told the Beneficial AGI Summit on 1 March. 
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AI is reshaping an industry less glamorous than inventing drugs or deepfaking politicians. It’s making the recycling business more efficient and, therefore, cheaper.
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Earlier this month, it was China (“China’s New AI Outperforms GPT-4, Developers Claim” 12 Mar 2024). Now rising star Anthropic is claiming its new brood of Claude AIs can best OpenAI’s benchmark GPT system.



	












	Hi-Tech Science
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Scientists have made an optical disc from a new material called "dye-doped photoresist with aggregation-induced emission luminogens" (AIE-DDPR) that can store a “petabit” of data, equivalent to the capacity of more than 5,000 DVDs.
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The wars around the world are getting expensive. Using a million-dollar missile to shoot down a million-dollar drone a few dozen times a day in Israel, Ukraine, or the Red Sea begins to add up.
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Everything that lives is made of DNA. DNA is made up of the sugar deoxyribose that forms its helical backbone and just four nucleotides—adenine, cytosine, guanine, and thymine.



	




























































































The above are just a few of the many articles in the latest Trends Journal. CLICK HERE for the full edition.
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