The History of The Future:

IT'S SHOWTIME!
The Show Has Started and It's a Bad One

EPISODE XI: Nostradamus, Top This!

“They flooded the streets. Day and night, they
marched. They yelled, they screamed, they chanted,
they danced, and they prayed.

No one saw them coming and they came from
everywhere. The country had never seen such mas-
sive demonstrations. At first, ‘the experts’ compared
it to the sixties, when draft-age dissenters, women’s
libbers, and civil rights advocates took to the streets
in protest. But this was no sixties sound ...

Mounted police dispersed them with crowd con-
trol sprays and nightsticks. The episode barely
made the national news and drew little notice in
New York. But it was a harbinger ...

As the demonstrations mobilized and gained mo-
mentum, the students were joined by their uncolle-
giate peers — the unemployed, the underemployed,
the unemployable, the short-fused ...

No one was sure what had turned the protestors
into marchers, or what had pointed them in the direc-
tion of Wall Street. All that was known for sure was
that a mob of adrenaline-pumped young people fun-
neled into the narrow streets of the Financial District,
taking everyone in their path along with them.”

This may read like a story from today’s New York Times or
Wall Street Journal reporting on Occupy Wall Street, the
protests that barely registered as a blip in the media when
they started in September of 2011, but are now front-page,
prime time news around the world.

But this is not today’s news story. These passages were
written by Gerald Celente in 1995 and appeared in his
book Trends 2000, his prophetic prediction of what to ex-
pect in the new millennium. Published in 1997 (Warner
Books) - at a time when the nation was fixated on the Bill
Clinton-Monica Lewinsky sex scandal and when Barack
Obama was just a rookie senator, unknown outside Illi-
nois — the book predicted and analyzed a watershed event
that lay a decade and a half in the future.

Today, as Occupy Wall Street protests go viral, the poli-
ticians and pundits who didn’t see it coming duel it out
over what provoked the movement, who provoked it, who

the demonstrators are, and how best to deal with them.

In forecasting the march on Wall Street, Celente recog-
nized and analyzed what today’s editorial writers and TV
talking heads currently argue over:

“America was not supposed to be a country where
the rich grew richer and everyone else grew poorer.
Finally the well-publicized income disparity between
the rich and the shrinking middle class and growing
underclass served as the predicted flashpoint ...”

And who were the protestors Celente predicted would be
occupying Wall Street?

“[They| were recruited from significant established
minorities: the 80 percent of Americans who for de-
cades had been telling pollsters they did not feel ‘our
government can generally be trusted to look after
our interests,” the 91 percent who had ‘little or no
confidence in Washington,” the 80 percent who felt
‘the government favored the rich and powerful,” the
73 percent who did not want to see environmental
regulations rolled back ... There were jobless Gen-
eration Xers, tax protestors, retirees with devalued
pensions, the underemployed, the working poor, the
downsized and out, the aware, and the unbuffaloed
from every strata of society.

“It should have come as no surprise when the 90
percent of the nation who said they wanted change
demanded change.”

Writing in 1995, Celente predicted both the generational
inclusiveness and spread of the movement:

“In Boston, Chicago, Atlanta, Austin, Los Angeles,
Baltimore, Peoria, Portland, Bismarck, Honolulu,
Anchorage, in every Middletown and Centerville,
a stunned nation took to the streets and wouldn’t
leave ... With children in hand, graying boomers of
protests past joined the vigil on the streets.”

Perhaps most remarkable, Celente also predicted how the
protestors would bypass mainstream media to spread the
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word. He envisaged an internet-based network capable of
uniting and galvanizing the world electronically.

The new megatrend Celente described, and called “Tech-
notribalism” in 1995, would eventually surface as Myspace,
Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube, Twitter, etc., created by en-
trepreneurs who turned “social networking” into the multi-
billion dollar force it is today. This is what he wrote:

“This time the news was posted on the StudentNet.
Sympathy protests simultaneously combusted on col-
lege campuses and in cities around the nation.”

Remember, this was back in 1995, in the age of the sickly
green computer screen and the floppy disk, when a global
internet was little more than an Al Gore reverie.

“Trends 2000 was a national bestseller, translated into
dozens of languages, and it propelled Celente into the me-
dia limelight (Oprah, Today Show, Good Morning America,
CNN, etc.). Most of the media attention was centered on
other Celente predictions, such as “Crusades 2000,” an ap-
proaching wave of terrorism, the organic food/mega-health
food store trend, the mainstreaming of alternative medi-
cines and therapies ... and even a perilous economic future
in which hordes of young people would not be able to leave
the nest, a trend he termed “The Reextended Family.”

The prospect of a mass march on Wall Street pro-
voked by ever-increasing income inequality, however,
was beyond the imagination of the 1997 mainstream
mindset. Thus, Celente was never asked about what
would prove to be a pinpoint prediction that the ral-
lying cries of this movement would focus on the “99
percent” vs. the 1 percent.

“They wanted an end to policies that allowed two
thirds of the nation’s wealth in one percent of U.S.
households. They wanted tax money, presently
squandered on defense, boondoggles and pork bar-
rel projects to be spent on the people, not just a few
people ... and told the government to stop the war.”
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