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	PLAYING AN INSTRUMENT, SINGING MAY HELP PRESERVE BRAIN HEALTH

Engaging in activities that stimulate your brain is one of the simplest ways to keep your mind sharp as you age.




	






	
	ECONOMIC UPDATE – MARKET OVERVIEW

As we note just about every week, the “Bigs” keep getting bigger and the rich keep getting richer, while the average person—the plantation workers of Slavelandia—keeps getting poorer. 




	






	
	U.K. ENTERS TECHNICAL RECESSION

The U.K.’s economy contracted 0.3 percent in last year’s final quarter, which followed a 0.1-percent decrease in the second quarter, putting the nation into a technical recession, defined as two consecutive quarters of economic shrinkage.




	






	
	ENGINEERS BUILD KILLER DRONE IN A FEW HOURS

Two engineers spent a few hours installing AI and facial recognition in a small, off-the-shelf drone that then was able to identify and chase people at full speed. If the drone had had a weapon aboard, it could have killed its prey.




	






	
	AI HEAVYWEIGHTS INVEST IN ROBOT START-UP

Figure AI, a Silicon Valley start-up building AI-driven robots, announced it has raised $675 million from investors including Intel, Microsoft, Nvidia, OpenAI, and the family fund of Amazon founder Jeff Bezos.




	






	
	RICHEST COUNTRIES HITTING NEW DEBT RECORD

New borrowing among the world’s richest countries will reach a record $15.8 trillion this year, according to the 38-member Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). The nations’ total debt will reach $56 trillion this year, up from $54 trillion in 2023, it projected.




	






	
	FRANCE AT WAR WITH RUSSIA: FRENCH DEFENSE COMPANIES MANUFACTURING WEAPONS INSIDE UKRAINE

The French defense minister said in an interview last week that defense companies from his country will begin to set up shop inside Ukraine to help bolster the Ukrainian weapons supply by fixing and producing its arsenal from within its own borders.




	






	
	TOP CHINESE DIPLOMAT MOCKS U.S. AS PARANOID SUPERPOWER

Wang Yi, the Chinese foreign minister, addressed reporters last week about a myriad of issues, including the possibility of a thaw between Washington and Beijing in recent months—despite differences in opinions on key issues like Ukraine and Gaza.




	







	
	SOME 30 GAZAN DETAINEES DIE INSIDE IDF FACILITIES SINCE WAR BROKE OUT

Israel announced last week that 27 Gazan detainees rounded up after the 7 October Hamas attack have died in its custody—sparking new criticism about its treatment of Palestinians. 




	






	
	VICTORIA NULAND TO RETIRE FROM STATE DEPARTMENT, WILL TEACH AT COLUMBIA

Victoria Nuland, the under-secretary of state for political affairs at the U.S. State Department, will retire from her post by the end of the month and teach diplomacy at Columbia University to brainwash the next generation of establishment neocons.




	






	
	JAPAN’S CONSUMER SPENDING DOWN FOR 11TH CONSECUTIVE MONTH

Japanese household spending sank by 6.3 percent in January, year on year, the largest monthly slide since February 2021.




	






	
	AI WILL BE AS CAPABLE AS HUMANS IN NEAR FUTURE, ZUCKERBERG SAYS

AI developer Meta is pouring another $10 billion into creating "an absolutely massive amount of infrastructure" to develop artificial general intelligence (AGI)—the kind that bests humans in a variety of mentally demanding challenges, Meta chief Mark Zuckerberg said last week.




	






	
	BIOENGINEERS 3D-PRINT LIVING SKIN DIRECTLY ONTO WOUNDS

For the first time, researchers have 3D-printed layered, living skin onto wounded areas of a living creature, preventing scarring, possible infection, and other dangers that can accompany skin grafts.




	






	
	ECB HOLDS INTEREST RATES FIRM

At its meeting last week, the governing council of the European Central Bank (ECB) left the bank’s key interest rate at a record high of 4.50 percent and indicated the rate will not fall before June.




	






	
	TOP TREND 2024: BANKS GO BUST

Four private equity firms have together spent a reported $1.05 billion to buy stock in the ailing New York Community Bancorp (NYCB). 

And the number of U.S. banks showing problems soared from eight to 52 in last year’s final three months, the sharpest spike since…




	






	
	CANADA’S BUSINESS BANKRUPTCIES SET 19-YEAR RECORD

In January, 759 Canadian businesses notified the government’s Office of the Superintendent of Bankruptcies that they have gone bust, 42 percent more than in December and a 129-percent surge year over year.




	























	
		ECONOMIC UPDATE – MARKET OVERVIEW
2 

Since last week, the only real news on the market front is what the Fed will say tomorrow about the future path of interest rates. Indeed, cheap money is The Street’s main concern. The cheaper the money, the easier it is to borrow and gamble.



Read More	






	
		MARKETS: THE NEXT PHASE. (AND A GREAT FALL.)
1 

Here again, We the People of the U.S. have been sold yet another complete falsehood. That somehow, the Fed, by incrementally raising the Federal Funds Rate would cause inflation to magically disappear.



Read More	






	
		TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST
1 

Nationwide, office properties have lost about 20 percent in value since the COVID War made remote work the new normal. However, in some key markets, the plunge has been far more severe.



Read More	






	
		GHOST GREEN ENERGY TRANSITION: THE CAPACITY ISN’T THERE
0 

The move from fossil fuel technologies to supposedly more earth friendly electric energy alternatives is again showing signs of being more promises than delivery.



Read More	






	
		AS FORECAST: AS UKRAINE LOSES WAR IT WILL ESCALATE ATTACKS INSIDE RUSSIA
1 

One of Russia's largest oil refineries suffered significant damage in a Ukrainian attack on the country's energy infrastructure that involved more than two dozen drones and spanned at least seven regions, according to reports.



Read More	






	
		ISRAELI GOVERNMENT’S PLAN FOR GAZA: REMOVE PALESTINIANS, STEAL THEIR LAND
2 

With each passing day, it is becoming clearer that Israel’s goal in Gaza is to reoccupy the territory, and deport the 2.1 million Palestinians in the enclave, according to a report last week in The Los Angeles Times.



Read More	
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	Global Economy




	
		SPOTLIGHT: BIGS GETTING BIGGER

Merger and Acquisition took a break when the Federal Reserve and EU began aggressively raising interest rates from their zero and negative levels back in March and July 2022 respectively.



	






	
		SPOTLIGHT: CHINA’S ECONOMIC STRUGGLE

Several key economic indicators were positive in China during the first two months of this year, the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) said on 11 March.



	






	
		PRIVATE EQUITY FIRMS UNABLE TO SELL 28,000 COMPANIES

Private equity firms buy businesses, wait for them to appreciate, then cash out and distribute the profits among their investors.



	












	The Israel War




	
		SULLIVAN: MAJOR GROUND OPERATION IN RAFAH WOULD BE A ‘MISTAKE’

Jake Sullivan, the White House national security advisor, told reporters on Monday that Israel will be making a mistake if it goes through with its plan to invade Rafah, which would “lead to more innocent civilian deaths, worsen the already dire humanitarian crisis.”



	






	
		GENOCIDE 2.0: ISRAEL KILLS 20 INSIDE GAZA HOSPITAL; ‘SETTLERS’ VANDALISE UNRWA’S JERUSALEM HEADQUARTERS

Israel continued its collective punishment of Palestinians in both Gaza and the West Bank on Monday carrying out a deadly raid inside a Gaza hospital while “settlers” vandalized a United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) headquarters in Jerusalem. 



	






	
		U.S. PRODUCES NO EVIDENCE LINKING TIKTOK TO CHINESE GOVERNMENT, REPORT SAYS

The United States government produced no evidence to support its claim that TikTok is working to coordinate with the Chinese Communist Party, raising new suspicions as to why Washington is so determined to either ban the popular social media site or sell it off to a U.S. entity.



	












	AI




	
		AI SUPERINTELLIGENCE COULD BE THREE YEARS AWAY, EXPERT SAYS

Developers could evolve an artificial intelligence roughly as capable as humans before 2028, computer scientist Ben Goertzel told the Beneficial AGI Summit on 1 March. 



	






	
		HOW AI RECYCLES YOUR TRASH

AI is reshaping an industry less glamorous than inventing drugs or deepfaking politicians. It’s making the recycling business more efficient and, therefore, cheaper.



	






	
		CHAT-GPT FACES MORE CHALLENGERS CLAIMING TO BEAT ITS PERFORMANCE

Earlier this month, it was China (“China’s New AI Outperforms GPT-4, Developers Claim” 12 Mar 2024). Now rising star Anthropic is claiming its new brood of Claude AIs can best OpenAI’s benchmark GPT system.



	












	Hi-Tech Science




	
		NEW OPTICAL DISC HOLDS MORE INFORMATION THAN 5,000 DVDs

Scientists have made an optical disc from a new material called "dye-doped photoresist with aggregation-induced emission luminogens" (AIE-DDPR) that can store a “petabit” of data, equivalent to the capacity of more than 5,000 DVDs.



	






	
		U.K. SHOWS OFF NEW “DRAGONFIRE” LASER WEAPON

The wars around the world are getting expensive. Using a million-dollar missile to shoot down a million-dollar drone a few dozen times a day in Israel, Ukraine, or the Red Sea begins to add up.



	






	
		RESEARCHERS TAKE ANOTHER STEP TOWARD ARTIFICIAL LIFE FORMS

Everything that lives is made of DNA. DNA is made up of the sugar deoxyribose that forms its helical backbone and just four nucleotides—adenine, cytosine, guanine, and thymine.



	




























































































The above are just a few of the many articles in the latest Trends Journal. CLICK HERE for the full edition.
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